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Anne Jones will be heading up the career services center until a new director is hired.
Photo by Emma Gilshannon





fundraise for Valentine’s Day
To celebrate Valentine’s 
Day, several groups on cam-
pus such as People for Animal 
Welfare (PAW), the Lawrence 
University Dance Team, Delta 
Gamma, the Appletones and 
the Student Alliance Against 
Sexual Harassment and Assault 
(SAASHA) held programs and 
raised money leading up to and 
on Valentine’s Day, Wednesday, 
Feb. 14. 
In order to raise money for 
the service dog trainers on cam-
pus, PAW sold “puppy chow” to 
students, then the service dog 
trainers delivered the treats on 
Valentine’s Day and allowed the 
students to pet the dogs.
SAASHA collected “expres-
sions of love” on Monday 
February 12 that were hung up 
on the stairs in Warch Campus 
Center on Valentine’s Day. Delta 
Gamma and the Appletones host-
ed Serenades for Sight to raise 
money by selling tickets from 
Thursday Feb. 8 through Tuesday 
Feb. 13 and sending the serenades 
on Wednesday Feb. 14.
“We wanted to collect exam-
ples of the myriad of ways individ-
uals can express caring and affec-
tion to significant others but also 
friends, family, roommates and 
any other beloved people in their 
lives,” said senior Mallory Bryan, 
the current chair of SAASHA. 
To collect “expressions of 
love,” SAASHA set up a stand near 
Andrew Commons for members 
of the Lawrence community to 
write expressions of their love for 
people in their lives.
SAASHA usually focuses on 
education and providing resourc-
es about sexual assault to students, 
such as Bystander Intervention 
Training, which teaches students 
how to successfully intervene in 
situations of sexual misconduct. 
“This program was a step 
outside of what SAASHA usually 
does, but one of our members 
suggested it and it got a lot of 
support,” said Bryan about why 
SAASHA did something different 
this year for Valentine’s Day.
“Usually for Valentine’s Day, 
we have sent out valentines to 
everyone’s SPC with informa-
tion about dating and relation-
ship violence,” stated Bryan. “This 
program diverged from that, as it 
focused more on the ways we sup-
port each other within our rela-
tionships. I would love for this to 
continue—I think it is a lovely way 
to affirm the various forms of love 
we see within our community.”
During the Lawrence 
University Community Council 
(LUCC) General Council meeting 
on Monday, Feb. 19 meeting, it 
was announced that junior Rufino 
Cacho will be stepping down from 
his position as president due to 
personal reasons. We have the 
following statement from Cacho 
that was read during the General 
Council meeting:
“It has been the utmost privi-
lege and an honor to be in your 
service and to have been elected 
LUCC President for the following 
year. However, due to personal 
endeavors I must face, I must 
resign from taking this position, 
effective immediately.”
Sophomore Colleen Murray 
will assume the president-elect 
position; an election will be held 
to fill the Vice President-elect 
vacancy on Tuesday, Feb. 27. Any 
candidates may submit notices of 
intent by Saturday, Feb. 24 at 10 
p.m. There will be a Town Hall and 




On Monday, Feb. 12, Vice 
President for Student Life Chris 
Card announced that the cur-
rent dean of Career Services, 
Mary Meany ’83, will be leaving 
Lawrence. 
Meany graduated from 
Lawrence with a degree in gov-
ernment in 1983. She has been 
with the office of career services 
for six and a half years, work-
ing to support students in finding 
internships, graduate school, pro-
fessional school and job oppor-
tunities, as well as collaborating 
with alumni, faculty and staff to 
create more opportunities for 
Lawrentians after college.
Card also announced that 
Anne Jones will be taking on the 
position of interim director for 
the Career Center as Lawrence 
executes a search for the career 
center’s next director. 
Jones graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison 
and the University of Minnesota, 
has previously worked at the 
Kimberly-Clark corporation in 
Neenah and is involved with a 
number of nonprofits in the 
Appleton area.





Sophomore Colleen Murray will take on the position of president-elect.
Photo by Allegra Taylor
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Europe
The World Health Organization 
(WHO) released a report that 
stated that measles cases more 
than tripled in Europe last 
year. According to the report, 
in 2017, more than 21,000 
people contracted the virus. 
This followed a record low 
documentation of cases in 
2016. Europe has struggled in 
the past to control the virus. 
One of the worst instances up 
until last year was in 2013, 
when there were more than 
10,000 cases documented. The 
majority of the documented 
cases were unvaccinated. 
Scientists report that in order 
to control the measles virus, 
95 percent of the population 
must be vaccinated or immune. 
Vaccine critics worldwide are 
helping drop vaccine rates. 
Vaccination rates fell from 90 
percent in 2010 to 85 percent 
in 2015. The WHO regional 
director for Europe reminds 
us that people, children and 
adults who don’t get vaccinat-
ed “remain at risk of catching 
the disease and spreading it to 
others who may not be able to 
get vaccinated.” (NBC)
United Kingdom 
On Saturday, Feb. 17, Brendan 
Cox, the husband of British 
Member of Parliament Jo 
Cox, who was murdered in 
2016, stepped down from 
the charities he set up in her 
name after being confronted 
with sexual assault allega-
tions that were published in 
The Mail on Sunday. Brendan 
Cox was accused of assault-
ing a colleague in July 2015 
and a woman at Harvard in 
October 2015. Cox denied the 
allegations of sexual assault at 
Harvard but did “acknowledge 
and understand that during 
my time at Save the Children I 
made mistakes and behaved in 
a way that caused some women 
hurt and offense.” Jo Cox’s sis-
ter, Kim Leadbeater, will stay 
on and continue the work of 
the charities that Brendan Cox 
founded. (CNN)
World   
Compiled by Stephanie Meyer
News
Venezuela 
On Tuesday, Feb. 20, Venezuela 
launched a cryptocurrency in an 
effort to save its failing economy, 
which has endured hyperinfla-
tion and devaluation for years. 
Currently, Venezuela is $150 bil-
lion in debt. Critics say that the 
cryptocurrency is an attempt 
to sidestep economic sanctions 
imposed by the US government 
last year. The cryptocurrency is 
called “Petro,” and each token is 
backed by a barrel of Venezuelan 
crude oil. Each Petro is worth 
$60, which is based on the price 
of a barrel of Venezuelan crude 
oil in January. Users will be able 
to set up a virtual wallet to hold 
and organize the cryptocurrency. 
(BBC)
Malaysia 
On Tuesday, Feb. 20, a Malaysian 
artist, Fahmi Reza, was jailed 
for creating a clown caricature 
of the Malaysian prime minister, 
Najib Razak. Reza’s caricature 
went viral during protests against 
Prime Minister Razak in 2016. 
Prime Minister Razak is accused 
of stealing and misusing billions 
of dollars from a state-owned 
development fund. The Malaysian 
government has blocked several 
media outlets for carrying nega-
tive stories and pictures of Prime 
Minister Razak and has arrested 
a political cartoonist for insult-
ing Prime Minister Razak and 
his wife. Reza was sentenced to 
a month in prison and a $7,700 
fine. (BBC)
Photo Feature: People of Color Empowerment Week 
Opening Dinner
Israel 
On Sunday, Feb. 18, Poland’s 
embassy in Tel Aviv was graf-
fitied with swastikas. The swas-
tikas were drawn on the notice 
board outside the embassy 
and on the entrance gate to 
the embassy. This came a day 
after the Polish Prime Minister, 
Mateusz Morawiecki asserted 
that Jews were perpetrators in 
the Holocaust and weeks after 
the Poland passed a controver-
sial bill that makes it illegal to 
accuse Poland of playing a role in 
the crimes committed by Nazis. 
Prime Minister Morawiecki’s 
comments and the newly passed 
bill has caused tension between 
the two countries, with Israel 
accusing Poland of trying to 
rewrite history. (CNN)
This year’s People of Color Empowerment Week kicked off on Sunday, Feb. 18 with a din-
ner held in the Diversity Center. The event was hosted by All Is One! Empowering Young 
Women of Color. 
Photo by Marieke de Koker.
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Much Love, Little Lady
“Inside Look”





Real fortunes from real cookies acquired at 
Andrew Commons 
They don’t 
talk about it anymore.
Ever since the third wave, 




When people stopped dying, 
when they became adults,
when women started having children again, 
they considered the project a failure. 
These children, 
born into bleakness. 
What will they ever know? 
What can they ever learn about real life?
A mercy, they called it.
As if mercy 
had anything to do with it.
As if they 
had any grasp on the concept.





continued from page 11
boast a facility like Lifetime 
Fitness or Villa Sport, but it is not 
entirely unfair to ask Lawrence 
to strive for such high-class facili-
ties. In doing so, it would make 
student’s lives easier and improve 
the overall performance—in life, 
sport, or otherwise—of athletes 
and non-athletes while becoming 
a more promising school to new 
recruits and prospect students 
and improving the community 
atmosphere as a whole.
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L E T ’ S  G O,  L AW R E N C E !
After months of hard work 
and preparation, the Lawrence 
University swim team reached 
the peak of their season, the con-
ference meet, this past weekend. 
Conference is a three-day long 
competition hosted by Grinnell 
College in Grinnell, Iowa, that 
brings together the best of the 
Midwest Conference and show-
cases the best swimming perfor-
mances of the season.
“Nothing really compares to 
the atmosphere of competing at 
conference. The energy in the 
building from all of the teams is 
always great and especially our 
team. Everyone is cheering for 
each other for three days while 
also swimming really fast them-
selves, so it’s just a great environ-
ment to compete in,” said senior 
captain Anna Vogel about compet-
ing at conference.
The event kicked off at 10 a.m. 
on Friday, February 16 with the 
men’s 200-yard freestyle relay. 
The team of sophomore Tom 
Goldberg, junior Max Stahl, and 
freshmen Akio Yamamoto and 
Anton Hutchinson took fourth in 
the event with a time of 1:34.04. 
Hutchinson was also third in the 
500-yard freestyle, swimming 
a time of 4:45.03. Goldberg fin-
ished seventh in the 50-yard free-
style with a time of 22.35. The 
last event for the men on Friday 
was the 400-yard medley relay in 
which the team of Stahl, Goldberg, 
Yamamoto and senior Travis 
Charlow finished fifth in a time 
of 3:35.63.
On the women’s side on 
Friday, Lawrence went off to a 
strong start as the 200-yard free-
style relay team of junior Lizzy 
Garcia-Creighton, senior Eryn 
Blagg, sophomore Bridget Duero 
and freshman Erin Lengel placed 
third with a time of 1:41.01. In the 
500-yard freestyle, sophomore 
Elise Riggle finished fourth with 
a time of 5:21.69 and senior Emei 
Thompson was seventh in a time 
of 5:28.12. Junior Emmi Zheng 
took eighth in the 200-yard IM 
in 2:19.12. The Lady Vikes suc-
cesses continued as Lengel tied 
for second in the 50-yard freestyle 
swimming a time of 24.59. Friday 
ended with a third-place finish in 
the 400-yard medley relay by the 
team of senior Flo Van Lieshout, 
Zheng, Lengel and Blagg in a time 
of 4:07.50.
Saturday’s events kicked off 
with the men’s 200-yard med-
ley relay in which the team of 
Stahl, Goldberg, Yamamoto and 
Charlow finished fifth with a time 
of 1:38.11. Also on the men’s side 
of the competition, Yamamoto 
finished eighth in the 100-yard 
butterfly, swimming 54.30. 
Hutchinson also took home third 
in the 200-yard freestyle with a 
time of 1:44.37. Goldberg picked 
up fourth place in the 100-yard 
breaststroke with a time of 58.84 
and Charlow was seventh in the 
100-yard backstroke, swimming 
55.23. The Lawrence men ended 
Saturday with a third-place fin-
ish in the 800-yard freestyle relay 
by the team of Charlow, junior 
Jordan Spalding, freshman Charlie 
Phillips and Hutchinson. They 
completed the event in a time of 
7:17.48. 
The women also had a strong 
showing on Saturday. The team of 
Van Lieshout, Zheng, Lengel, and 
Blagg finished third in the 200-
yard medley relay with a time 
of 1:52.61. In the 400-yard IM, 
Riggle took second and junior 
Sarah Schweickart was eighth 
with times of 4:45.90 and 5:02.31, 
respectively. In the 100-yard but-
terfly, Lengel was third and Garcia 
was eighth with times of 59.94 
and 1:03.48, respectively. Blagg 
was fifth in the 200-yard freestyle 
in a time of 2:00.37 and Thompson 
was eighth swimming 2:00.88. In 
the 100-yard breaststroke, Zheng 
was third with a time of 1:09.89 
and senior Rosie Bauer was sev-
enth with a time of 1:14.03. Van 
Lieshout also finished fifth in 
the 100-yard backstroke swim-
ming 1:02.35. The Lady Vikes fin-
ished Saturday’s competition with 
a third-place finish in the 800-
yard freestyle relay as the team 
of Thompson, Duero, Riggle and 
freshman Mandy Marsh swam a 
time of 8:15.80.
Sunday’s competition started 
off with the longest event: the 
1650-yard freestyle, or the mile. 
Hutchison won the event by just 
over four seconds, completing the 
event in 16:30.12. Phillips was 
fifth in the same event with a time 
of 17:07.45. Also, on the men’s 
side of the competition, Stahl 
was fifth and sophomore Liam 
Wulfman was eighth in the 200-
yard backstroke with times of 
1:58.83 and 2:03.19, respectively. 
Goldberg also took home eighth-
place in the 200-yard breaststroke 
in a time of 2:15.63. Phillips also 
picked up sixth place in the 200-
yard butterfly swimming 2:04.90. 
The Vikings ended the meet with 
a fourth-place finish in the 400-
yard freestyle relay by the team 
of Yamamoto, Goldberg, Stahl and 
Hutchinson who finished with a 
time of 3:13.78. Lawrence ended 
the meet in fourth place in the 
men’s team standings with 388 
points.
The women started Sunday off 
strong with Riggle placing fifth 
and Thompson placing eighth in 
the 1650-yard freestyle. They fin-
ished with times of 18:38.99 and 
19:12.24, respectively. The Lady 
Vikes got a pair of sixth place 
finishes from two seniors as Van 
Lieshout was sixth in the 200-
yard backstroke in 2:17.45 and 
Blagg was sixth in the 100-yard 
freestyle in 55.12. In the 200-yard 
breaststroke, Zheng was second 
in 2:32.62 and Bauer was sixth 
in 2:41.05. Lawrence was fourth 
and sixth in the 200-yard but-
terfly as Lengel swam 2:17.73 
for fourth place and Schweickart 
swam 2:29.46 for sixth place. The 
Lady Vikes capped off their spec-
tacular conference meet with a 
third-place finish in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay. The team of Blagg, 
Duero, Marsh, and Lengel swam 
a time of 3:40.38. Lawrence fin-
ished the meet in third place in 
the women’s team standings with 
564.5 points. 
“[The] conference meet was 
great! We all swam really well and 
had a lot of fun. It’s a great culmi-
nation of months of hard work. 
We did awesome as a team and 
everyone really gave it their 100 
percent effort, and we saw some 
great results,” added Vogel. 




Thanks to all basketball seniors
On Saturday, Feb. 17, the 
Lawrence University men’s and 
women’s basketball teams hosted 
their last home game of the sea-
son. They used this game against 
Lake Forest as an opportunity to 
honor 10 total seniors on each 
team. The members of this year’s 
class have made huge contribu-
tions to their respective programs 
and will be greatly missed next 
year. The five seniors on the men’s 
team are manager Ryan Berkley, 
Evan McLaughlin, Ben Peterson, 
Jeremy Stephani and Eric Weiss. 
Berkley, a native of Evanston, 
Ill., is also a student-athlete at 
Lawrence. Berkley is a key con-
tributor on the women’s soc-
cer team and is a two-time All-
Conference selection. Ryan is a 
history major with an education 
emphasis and plans to start stu-
dent teaching in the fall. 
McLaughlin is a native of 
LaGrange, Ill. Evan has played in 
75 games for the Vikings and has 
been a starter for the past two 
seasons. Evan does a lot of the 
dirty work on the defensive end 
and has scored 241 points and 
grabbed 241 rebounds. A career 
48.7 percent shooter, Evan has 
also picked up 120 assists, 74 
steals and 23 blocks. Evan is a 
government major and a mem-
ber of the Academic All-Midwest 
Conference team. 
Peterson is a native of River 
Forest, Ill. Ben became a start-
er this season after serving as a 
super sixth man last year. Ben 
established himself as one of the 
Midwest Conference’s top three-
point shooters last season when 
he shot 42.5 from the three-point 
range. Ben was having another 
good season when he was side-
lined by injury against Illinois 
College. For his career, Ben has 
scored 592 points and made 117 
three-pointers while shooting 
38.9 percent from beyond the arc. 
Ben is an economics major. 
Stephani is a native of 
Arlington Heights, Ill., and 
has been a starter for the past 
three seasons. One of 24 play-
ers in Lawrence history to score 
1,000 points, Jeremy currently 
ranks 17th with 1,083 points. He 
is Lawrence’s career leader with 
223 three-pointers made and 588 
attempted. A career of 37.9 per-
cent shooter from beyond the arc, 
Jeremy had the biggest game of his 
Lawrence career earlier this sea-
son. He scored a career-high 30 
points and made a school-record 
10 three-pointers in Lawrence’s 
victory over Oglethorpe. Jeremy is 
an economics major and a mem-
ber of the Academic All-Midwest 
Conference team. 
Weiss is a native of 
Birmingham, Mich. Eric has been 
both a valuable reserve and a 
starter during his career. A solid 
and steady performer, Eric was 
putting together his best cam-
paign last year when an injury cut 
that season short. Eric has been 
rehabbing his injury since, but has 
been a presence on the bench all 
season. Eric is a history major. 
The five seniors on the wom-
en’s team are manager Colleen 
Nowlan, Nicole Cummins, Lauren 
Deveikis, Hillary Hazeltine and 
Olivia Hoesley. 
Nowlan is a native of Arlington 
Heights, Ill., and is also a student-
athlete at Lawrence. A standout 
member of the Lawrence volley-
ball team, Colleen is a psychology 
major and plans to attend gradu-
ate school to pursue a master’s 
degree in social work.
Cummins is a native of San 
Antonio, Texas and has appeared 
in 70 games for the Vikings while 
serving as a starting guard for the 
past two seasons. Nicole has piled 
up 263 points, 135 assists, 133 
rebounds and 83 steals during 
her career. Nicole is a government 
major and an art history minor. 
She plans to attend law school. 
Deveikis is a native of 
Naperville, Ill., and has played in 
73 games for the Vikings. A key 
reserve throughout her career, 
Lauren has picked up 229 points, 
89 rebounds, 61 assists and 33 
steals. A biology major and mem-
ber of the Academic All-Midwest 
Conference team, Lauren plans to 
pursue her doctorate in physical 
therapy. Lauren was also a mem-
ber of Lambda Sigma, a member 
of Mortar Board and Kappa Kappa 
Gamma. 
Hazeltine is a native of 
Orfordille, Wis., and a newcomer 
for the team this season. A history 
major, Hillary has recently been 
accepted into law school. 
Hoesley is a native of Eau 
Claire, Wis. Olivia has played in 
92 games for the Vikings and has 
been a starter for nearly her entire 
career. Olivia finished Saturday’s 
game with 572 points, listed as 
26th on Lawrence’s career scoring 
list. She also has 251, 103 assists 
and 66 steals. She has piled up 
101 three-pointers and that ties 
her for fifth on Lawrence’s career 
list. A psychology major, she plans 
on entering the workforce after 
graduation. 
Thank you to all our seniors, 
you will surely be missed. 
The men’s basketball team 
ended their season with a 7-11 
record in conference play and an 
11-13 record overall. Our boys 
started the season off strong and 
won their first 5 games of the 
season. After their 5 game win 
streak, the Vikings lost 4 straight 
games, but finished off the month 
of December with a W against 
Oglethorpe at the Daytona Beach 
Shootout. The month of January 
was a rollercoaster ride for our 
men’s basketball team as they 
alternated wins and losses in 
conference play. The month of 
February was not nice to our boys, 
and they lost their last six games 
in conference play. 
The women’s basketball 
team ended their season with a 
7-18 record overall and a 6-11 
record in conference play. Our 
Lady Vikings started the season 
off sluggishly as they dropped 
their first 3 games of the year. 
Our girls showed signs of life and 
picked up two wins in their long 
and cold December schedule. The 
women’s basketball team played 
their best ball in January as they 
won 4 games and lost 5. The Lady 
Vikings, like our men’s basketball 
team, finished the season off with 
a 4 game losing streak in confer-
ence play. 
Lawrence University men and 
women’s basketball held their 
senior night for this past week-
end on Saturday, Feb. 17 against 
Lake Forest. Our men’s basket-
ball team (11-13) lost to Lake 
Forest (17-8) by 31 points and 
the final score was 82-51. The 
Vikings started the game strong 
and built a 20-12 lead with the 
help of two three-pointers apiece 
from seniors Jeremy Stephani and 
Ben Peterson. The Vikings held 
a 25-19 lead with 6:59 left in 
the first half before Lake Forest 
scored 16 unanswered points. 
Jeremy Stephani led the team with 
15 points and 8 rebounds in their 
season finale. 
Our women’s basketball team 
(7-18) also lost to Lake Forest 
(12-13) Saturday night. The final 
score of the women’s game was 
69-52. The game between the 
Lady Vikings and Lake Forest 
was heavily contested in the first 
quarter. The first quarter ended 
15-12 in favor of Lake Forest. 
The Foresters led by 13 points 
early in the second half, and our 
Lady Vikings got no closer than 
seven points the rest of the game 
then Lake Forest pulled away late. 
Freshman Kenya Earl led the team 
with 18 points and 5 rebounds. 
This basketball season was 
not all bitter for our men and 
women’s basketball teams. 
Stephani reached the milestone 
of scoring one thousand career 
points this season—he finished 
his Lawrence basketball career 
with 1,098 points. Also, the future 
of our women’s basketball team 
is bright. Earl averaged 18 points 
and 7.5 rebounds per game this 
season. She also finished the sea-
son by shooting 86.8 percent from 
the free-throw line and broke a 
two pair of Lawrence records. 
Lawrence basketball fans are defi-
nitely going to miss this year’s 
senior class next season, but they 
will also be excited to see how 
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By Shane Farrell
wdd
This week I had the pleasure to talk to freshman Kenya Earl. Earl, 
this year, broke four school records during her first campaign for the 
Vikings. Most notably, Earl broke the single season scoring record set by 
Lawrence Hall of Famer Claire Getoff, 408 points. The record stood for 
16 years. Earl averaged 18 point and 7.5 rebounds per game. She broke 
multiple free throw records as well, attempted (133) and made (114). 
To top off her fantastic season, Earl was also named Midwest Conference 
Player of the Week earlier in the season. 
Shane Farrell: You had a truly incredible and dominant season. How 
do you feel your first season with the Vikings went?
Kenya Earl: The season went amazing—individually, and with the 
team. I accomplished many things as a player, and we as a team have 
started to change to program around. There was just constant encour-
agement, so that really helped me.
SF: How does it feel to break four school records in one season?
KE: It feels amazing. I’m honestly just grateful and blessed to have 
the teammates I do. None of the records would have been possible 
without them!
SF: You broke the single-season scoring record set by Viking Hall of 
Fame member Claire Getzoff. What does that mean to you?
KE: I feel honored that I could sort-of follow the footsteps from such 
a great Hall of Famer. It just gets me more excited for next season and 
the years to come.!
SF: You’ve been freakishly successful at getting to the free-throw line. 
What is the story behind that?  
KE: Free throws are one of strengths, so I just try to get to the line as 
many times as can. 
SF: The basketball team was very successful this year. What are you 
looking to build off of going into next season?
KE: This season has definitely changed the Lawrence women’s basket-
ball program. We’re definitely going to build from this season, so I’m 
really excited to see how we go from here
SF: Any shoutouts you want to give?
KE: I want to give a shoutout to my awesome teammates for always 
being there and always encouraging me.  Also, to my parents and 
family, especially my dad—he made it to the majority of my games 
whether  home or away. Also, my coaches, for pushing me to get better. 
And shout out to the seniors—this season wouldn’t have been so fun 
and memorable without you guys! 




Ripon 14-2 17-7 
Cornell 14-2 18-5
Knox 11-5 16-8 
Lake Forest 9-7 12-13 
Illinois 7-9 9-16 
Monmouth 6-10 9-16
Lawrence 5-11 7-18 
Grinnell 4-12 7-15 
Beloit 2-14 4-19 





St. Norbert 14-4 19-6 
Lake Forest  13-5 17-8
Grinnell 8-10 13-11 








St. Norbert 15-3 22-4-1 
Marian 12-6 20-6-1
St. Scholastica  9-8-1        15-11-1 
Lawrence         8-9-1        10-15-2





Lake Forest 10-6-2      15-10-2




Athlete of the Week 
Kenya Earl
If you’re an athlete, then you 
have probably experienced pre-
game jitters. People tend to com-
pensate for that by concocting 
their own routine rituals. Some 
need their hair to be braided a 
specific way, while another may 
need to listen to specific music 
in order to shut out the world 
around them and to focus on the 
task at hand. 
Sophomore Aidan Delgado 
on the men’s tennis team com-
mented by saying, “Concordia has 
always been a challenge for us.” 
The tennis team knew that the 
match was not going to be easy. 
However, when it came to game 
time, they were ready. The Vikings 
outperformed the other team in 
doubles. Playing singles, howev-
er, showed to be more of a chal-
lenge. Last year, the Vikings lost 
to Concordia due to their per-
formance in singles, so the pres-
sure was on. Sophomore Connor 
Maloney talked about how close 
his singles match was. He said 
he was down triple set point in 
the second tie breaker—meaning 
one more point from his opponent 
and they would have won. Luckily, 
Maloney was able to maintain his 
composure and ended up winning 
13-11 in the second set tie break-
er. How did Maloney come out on 
top? What does it take in order 
to win a match in which both 
players exhibit around the same 
skill level? Maloney commented 
by saying, “Mental stability is a 
major component of the game. If 
you don’t have a steady mindset, 
you are going to lose.” It turned 
out to be a very close game, but in 
the end, the Vikings managed to 
pull through for the win. The final 
score was 5-4. It is in those tight 
situations, like what Maloney was 
in, where he was behind, but was 
able to pull through, which makes 
all the difference. If he were to 
crack under the pressure, or any 
of his teammates for that mat-
ter, then the outcome would have 
been completely different. Have 
you ever heard of the saying, “You 
are only as good as your weakest 
link”? That is why so many ath-
letes strive to improve and push 
each other as well as themselves. 
That is the reason why there are 
sports, because people get com-
pared and some are then ranked 
higher than others. That goes 
to show why every athlete on a 
team is important and why you 
should always try to improve and 
push yourself to become even bet-
ter than you thought you could. 
Switching gears a bit, I asked 
Maloney and Delgado why they 
played tennis. I think that is an 
important question to ask in order 
to find where athletes passions 
stem from. Delgado responded 
by saying, “I do it because it’s 
always been a way for me to 
escape the real world for a couple 
of hours and give some time to 
relax.” Maloney then responded 
by saying, “I began playing tennis 
because there was a country club 
close by and it was something for 
me to do to be active as a kid. I 
love playing because no matter 
who you play, it is a challenge. 
I love the fight and the feeling 
of winning after such a struggle; 
it is icing on the cake”. Passion 
can derive from anywhere. It is a 
strong ambition in which cannot 
be stopped. Sports are where this 
passion can be released. It gives 
people purpose and fulfills their 
innermost needs of accomplish-
ment. Fed under mouths of disap-
proval, the athlete beckons until 
they are finally satisfied. 
Sports in photos: 
Intramural 
Championship Weekend
Senior Bernard Lilly brings the ball up the court and 
is cheered on by teammate Sophomore Wasonu Allen. 
Lilly helped lead his team to victory.
Photo by Caroline Garrow
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The Mudd and Me: Technology Services Helpdesk
The Lawrence Passion Project: Kate Kilgus
This column intends to find out what 
it means to be empathetic, to strive for 
understanding and to document fulfillment 
in action by having conversations with stu-
dents working on Senior Experience Projects 
at Lawrence on how they are using their 
studies and passions as tools to create.
Math and clarinet performance double 
major and fifth-year Kate Kilgus has filled 
her Lawrence experience with classes, proj-
ects and sports that satisfy her craving for 
hard work that leads to fulfilling achieve-
ment. “I definitely feel old,” Kilgus stated 
while laughing as she explained her life at 
Lawrence as a fifth-year student, “but I still 
feel connected to campus community, and 
I value that.” For Kilgus, it is that sense of 
community that pushes her to continue to 
strive for achievement.
As her final year at Lawrence churns 
along, Kilgus looks back to what originally 
drew her to the campus in the first place, 
crediting the multiple opportunities for stu-
dents to pursue her multiple areas of study. 
Kilgus stated, “A big reason why I chose 
Lawrence was the dual degree program. I 
knew that I wanted to continue with music 
at a higher level, but I never saw myself only 
doing music. Though now, that’s maybe 
what I’m looking towards doing in the 
future. When I was applying for schools, 
that’s what I envisioned.”
If there’s one pursuit Kilgus is con-
tinually envisioning, it is the pursuit of 
accomplishment, which Kilgus embarks in 
both mathematics and music. Kilgus stated, 
“People either tell me that music and math 
use the same part of the brain, or they tell 
me they’re totally different. I think they are 
similar. With a problem set or with a piece 
of music you start at the beginning not 
knowing how to solve it or play it at all and 
then, over a long period of time, you chip 
away and you make small improvements or 
discoveries, and at the end, you come into 
this satisfying product or solution.”
Kilgus even noted some literal connec-
tions between her studies in both math-
ematics and clarinet performance. She 
stated, “My sophomore year there were 
overlaps between my math class and my 
music theory class. When we were learning 
about set theory in music theory, we’d have 
these diagrams for integers, and I’d turn to 
look at my math notebook and see the same 
things.”
Last year, Kilgus’ Senior Experience 
Project in mathematics culminated in her 
working through books of proofs revolving 
around linear algebra to solve and pres-
ent to her fellow students and professors. 
Kilgus not only values that process of work-
ing to solve these problems on her own, but 
relishes in the community she has discov-
ered through her problem solving. 
Kilgus explained this as she stated, 
“Over my time at Lawrence I feel like the 
math department has become more invest-
ed in creating a sense of community. For 
one, there’s now the Association of Women 
in Math. Also, I think there’s been an effort 
from everyone to create a community in 
math. I’ve never been one to shy away from 
the collaborative aspect of learning.”
When Kilgus is not working to crack 
the code of a math problem, she might 
be found working at her internship with 
the Fox Valley Symphony. Not only has 
Kilgus found musical joy in this position, 
but she has also discovered all different 
kinds of opportunities music creates for a 
community. Kilgus said, “One thing that is 
really special to me about the Fox Valley 
Symphony is their emphasis on making the 
arts and classical music accessible to a wide 
community of people instead of catering to 
a stereotypical group of people. They have 
so much outreach that they can use to their 
advantage of course, but that still makes a 
big impact.”
“I think music can only create a stron-
ger sense of community,” Kilgus explained, 
in support of the big and positive impacts 
music creates. “In any kind of community 
or city, music can bring people together and 
can help people feel a sense of connection 
and pride. I think if Appleton didn’t have 
this arts and music scene, a source of pride 
would go away.”
Much like Kilgus has seen the ways 
music can improve a community, she is also 
privy to the ways music has improved her 
own life. Kilgus stated, “I think what I’ve 
grown to love about clarinet is that I can 
control this process and create something 
and discover something after I put in a lot 
of work. I can find a sense of ownership 
in what I’m producing. When I first came 
to Lawrence it was more about learning 
to play correctly, but now I’m getting to 
a point where it’s about making musical 
decisions and having my own voice on the 
instrument.”
Kilgus’ true love of clarinet started 
at a young age, during fifth grade. She has 
grown to love artists like classical clari-
netist Sabine Meyer and current Principal 
Clarinet of the New York Philharmonic 
Anthony McGill, and is always looking for 
new music that will excite her and that she 
can share with others. 
Kilgus stated, “I am drawn to different 
pieces for different reasons. Sometimes it’s 
immediately a fun piece to listen to or it’s 
simply catchy. But I think it’s also fun and 
rewarding when there’s a piece that you 
aren’t necessarily excited about at first but 
as you stay with it you grow to love it. The 
more you play it the more you discover and 
then you get excited about it and then it 
becomes your job to convince your audi-
ence to be excited about it too, just as 
you’ve come to appreciate it.”
Overall, Kilgus has pursued a life at 
Lawrence that fosters her love for the 
results and achievements of hard work and 
passion. Whether it be in the practice room, 
in an equation or on the track field, Kilgus 
views the things she loves as a process 
that culminate in some fulfilling result. She 
could not help but to connect all her inter-
ests back to the love of hard work paying 
off. Kilgus stated, “It’s all about a long term 
effort and it’s a performance where, if you 




Mathematics and clarinet performance  double-major and fifth-year Kate Kilgus talks about her work.
Photo by Larissa Davis.
For any student in a technological fix, 
the Technology Services helpdesk, located 
on the Seeley G. Mudd Library’s second 
floor, is the go-to spot for a quick resolution 
to an issue. 
Technology Services can sometimes 
be confused with Technical Services, how-
ever, the two are distinctly different depart-
ments located within the Seeley G. Mudd 
Library. Technical Services is located on 
the first floor of the library, behind (often) 
closed wooden doors in the back near the 
Makerspace. 
According to the Technical Services 
webpage, “Technical Services is where 
library materials are ordered, received, cat-
aloged, and processed. This is also where 
the library's electronic systems, including 
the library catalog and electronic databases 
are maintained.” 
Technology Services, on the other 
hand, is found on the library’s second floor, 
with a stated mission to “provide the cam-
pus community with reliable, up-to-date 
computing and networking services in sup-
port of teaching, learning, living, and admin-
istrative activities at Lawrence.” Technology 
Services offers many resources, one of the 
most immediately visible and useful to stu-
dents and faculty alike being the helpdesk.
Staffed by rotating technology special-
ists Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., the helpdesk gives students ample 
opportunity to receive help with any tech-
nology-related issues. While students can 
take computers and other devices directly 
to the desk in Room 201 of the library, 
emailing helpdesk@lawrence.edu or calling 
920-832-6570 to speak with a specialist 
about any questions or issues is also an 
option. IT Technology Specialist Blong Lee 
explained further aspects of Technology 
Services beyond the Helpdesk.
As an IT Technology Specialist, Lee 
first described what this position typically 
entails, explaining, “I am part of the Service 
tech group that helps resolve PC/Mac 
issues, setting up AV room equipment, and 
setting up and deploying laptops/desktops 
of different operating systems.” 
While not specifically a helpdesk 
worker himself, Lee explained some of the 
ways in which helpdesk workers can assist 
Lawrentians with problems: “Usually the 
helpdesk resolves issues on software and 
hardware installs, internet WiFi/Ethernet 
issues. More technical issues can be esca-
lated to upper IT teams [such as] Networks, 
Securities, Emails and so on.”” Along with 
specializing in the issues which Lee men-
tioned, IT aids in a myriad of technological 
issues on campus. 
IT helps on many levels at Lawrence, 
aiding faculty, staff and students. For 
Lawrence’s faculty and staff, Technology 
Services deals with loaning equipment such 
as iPads and computers or projectors to 
classrooms, connecting devices and email 
accounts to the Lawrence WiFi and Office 
365 accounts and monitoring security with-
in the sphere of Lawrence’s WiFi and the 
emails and attachments. 
Students can also access many of these 
services, as well as information on how to 
install anti-virus software, create student 
organization email lists and even discover 
potential jobs with Technology Services. 
Other possibilities include completing an 
online security training course and sub-
mitting digital posters online, which can 
then be displayed on the various display 
boards found in places on campus such as 
the Seeley G. Mudd Library, Warch Campus 
Center and Buchanan Kiewitt Wellness 
Center. Most of these resources, as well as 
extensive answers to questions faculty, staff 
and students may have, can be found on the 
Technology Services website linked from 
the Lawrence homepage.
Lee added some personal notes 
about working for Lawrence’s Technology 
Services program. Like many IT specialists, 
Lee has some amusing stories of people 
needing assistance with easily solvable 
issues. One such incident, Lee explained, 
occurred when, “[I] came across an individ-
ual who constantly called about computer 
issues, but found out that 50 percent of the 
time the computer was either not powered 
on or was on ‘sleep’ mode.” 
Lee also mentioned why he chose bring 
his expertise to Lawrence University. Lee 
personally enjoys working for Lawrence’s 
Technology Services because of the com-
munity. “I get to interact with students, fac-
ulties and staff. [In] previous jobs, I hardly 
got to meet anyone face to face as interac-
tion was remote,” Lee explained, exemplify-
ing an obviously friendly and helpful atti-
tude towards contributing to the Lawrence 
community. 
While Lawrentians are likely to already 
be at least somewhat familiar with the help-
desk from the rush of moving in as fresh-
men, Technology Services is a resource 
which is available throughout the school 
year (as well as during the summer) to 
assist with any  issues which may arise. 
The staff are well-equipped with the exper-
tise needed to troubleshoot problems, and 
often students are able to quickly resolve 




IT Technology Specialist Blong Lee.
Photo By Hannah Burgess.
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Lawrentians welcome the Year of the Dog
Hidden Figures of Lawrence: 
Steven Armstrong
This column is devoted to highlight-
ing staff members that play a huge role in 
the everyday experiences of the Lawrence 
community. The goal is to focus on the 
“Hidden Figures” of Lawrence University and 
their interests both within, and outside of 
Lawrence.
Remember the chain email incident 
that happened a couple weeks ago?  I decid-
ed to interview the man that was respon-
sible for ending the chain and clearing 
up students’ inboxes: Steven Armstrong. 
He has been the Director of Technology 
Services at Lawrence for twenty years, and 
received a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration at St. Norbert College. 
“My degree served me well in my role 
now,” Armstrong said. “There is business in 
management, budgeting, purchasing and 
staff.”
Armstrong has always had an inter-
est in technology services. Computers 
and technology were new when he was in 
school. Prior to Lawrence, he worked at a 
software company in Madison, Wis. and 
Green Bay, Wis. He started working at the 
Seeley G. Mudd Library in a lower position 
and worked his way up to where he is now. 
Armstrong enjoys his job because of 
the variety of tasks he would not otherwise 
have in a traditional information technol-
ogy (IT) office setting. His responsibilities 
can range from troubleshooting an email 
or fixing some equipment in a classroom 
to working with a faculty member on some 
scientific instrument. Sometimes he will 
help students with research questions.
When asked about the email chain, 
Armstrong responded, “Many of [the] stu-
dents’ emails were funny, I have to admit. 
Yet I had to stop it because it was getting 
annoying.” 
It took Armstrong and a team of IT 
professionals about one and a half hours to 
clean up the emails. “In my twenty years, 
this has never happened and I hope it 
doesn’t again. Sometimes unexpected 
things in IT happen, but the nice part was 
no one said anything bad. It was a good 
laugh and an easy fix,” added Armstrong.
In his spare time, Armstrong enjoys 
reading a good book and going camping, 
but he has four children to keep him busy. 
He has three children in elementary school 
and one son who is currently taking a break 
from college. In between baseball season, 
boy scouts and dance recitals, he tries to 
take weekend trips with his family. “Other 
than that, I do not get out much,” laughed 
Armstrong.
“The Lawrence Difference” according 
to Armstrong, is when students, faculty and 
staff look out for one another. 
“There are excellent student work-
ers, and some of them still keep in touch 
after they graduate. It is interesting to see 
what they are up to five years later. At 
other schools, students are just a number, 





Drum beats. Dragons dancing. Personal 
stories. These are just some of the things 
one could see and hear at the Lunar New 
Year celebration on Saturday, Feb. 17. The 
celebration was the result of coordinated 
efforts between multiple student organiza-
tions including Lawrence Asian Diaspora 
Alliance (LADA), the Vietnamese Culture 
Organization (VCO), Chinese Students 
Association (CSA), Lawrence International 
(LI), Korean Culture Club (KCC), the Pan-
Asian Organization (PAO) and International 
Student Services. 
The event consisted of two parts: a 
series of traditional performances that cel-
ebrate the coming of spring and honor 
ancestors, interspersed with personal sto-
ries from students about Lunar New Year 
and a cultural exposition with food and 
booths set up by the student organizations 
involved in the event. The booths high-
lighted different aspects of Asian cultures 
surrounding Lunar New Year, including 
music, games, and even making origami 
dogs, which represented the Zodiac sign for 
this year. 
Lunar New Year is celebrated in differ-
ent ways by different cultures around the 
world, as pointed out by senior Jason Lau, 
copresident of the Pan-Asian organization, 
during the event Saturday night.
“There are Vietnamese ways and 
Chinese ways,” Lau said. These differences 
were further illustrated by the personal 
stories presented by several other students 
during the evening.
“China’s Lunar New year is the most 
important holiday in China,” said junior 
Ruby Liu, who is involved with the CSA. 
She added that it’s a time when people take 
the day off to be with their families and to 
attend the Spring Festival.
Not only is Lunar New Year an impor-
tant tradition within the cultural communi-
ties that commonly celebrate it, it is also 
an important way for those communities 
to celebrate their cultures in general and 
is representative of cultural expression on 
campus.
“A lot of different cultural and ethnic 
groups on campus have their own ways of 
exploring and celebrating their own identi-
ties,” said fifth-year Deep Tripurana, who 
serves as the President of LADA, “We have 
different groups working on different proj-
ects all over campus at different times of 
the year.”
The expression of different cultures 
on campus feeds into another important 
role these organizations play: promoting 
cultural understanding.
“Things like the Lunar New Year are 
important because,” Tripurana explained, 
“by understanding each other’s cultures, 
whenever we go through times of great 
duress and pain, such as gun violence all the 
way to racism and deportation with DACA 
[Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals], 
it gives us an opportunity to bond, to heal 
together, to learn from each other, and most 
important of all, to exist and fight for each 
other.” 
Tripurana also added that individuals 
in many Asian cultural communities are 
recipients of DACA, an Obama-era program 
that President Trump has set to end by 
March 5 and that has been the subject of 
political debate in recent months.
Sophomore Kolor Nguyen, a student 
involved with the VCO, said that cultural 
groups like VCO are not just for Vietnamese 
students, but for anyone who has an inter-
est in learning about other cultures.
“Everyone can join us,” Nguyen said. 
A similar sentiment was heard at the 
Lunar New Year celebration, especially 
when it comes to students from Lawrence 
International who don’t celebrate Lunar 
New Year coming together to support those 
who do.
“Not all of us celebrate Lunar New Year, 
but we will be there to support our broth-
ers and sisters,” said junior Lisa Tran, one of 
the emcees of the event while introducing 
two students from LADA, one from Pakistan 
and one from Japan, to speak about their 
experiences with Lunar New Year.
Freshman Momin Panhwar, one of the 
students who spoke, said “Whether it be the 
Cambodian New Year celebration of drink-
ing holy water and washing your face with 
it in order to begin the year anew or the 
Islamic New Year celebration of engaging in 
devout prayer, each of us brings forth tradi-
tions, languages, history, and our unique 
experiences to this community and can 





Sophomore Ngan Nguyen, junior Binita Rajbhandari and junior Lisa Tran acted as emcees for the event.
Photos by David Baldwin. 
A Hmong dance group performs a traditional dance to celebrate the Lunar New Year.
See page 12
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It is always a moving experi-
ence going to a concert with little 
to no idea about what it will be like 
beforehand and leaving fulfilled 
—ruminating on sounds, their 
inspirations and what they conse-
quently inspire. This past Sunday, 
I had this privilege when hear-
ing a wide variety of works from 
composer and Lecturer of Music 
Evan Williams ‘11. Throughout all 
of his pieces, I was not only taken 
aback by the deep exploration of 
sound, but also how it affected me 
physically—be it through how I 
perceived it and how it affected 
my ears, or through the visceral, 
concrete feelings that occurred 
within me.
“Amber Waves”
The opener, a piece played 
by Williams on trombone—his 
instrument when he was an 
undergrad at Lawrence—with 
electronics, was dedicated to 
Associate Professor of Music Nick 
Keelan, Williams’ teacher. The 
piece set the tone for the rest 
of the concert, Williams’ playing 
and composing using electronics 
to interact with soundscapes and 
gestures and to create a sonorous 
blend of acoustic and synthetic 
sounds, all the while being fully 
organic. “Amber Waves” allowed 
Williams to transform Harper Hall 
into an actively resonant space, 
deep trombone frequencies coat-
ed in reverb, accentuated by hyp-
notic overtones both manipulated 
and not. The piece also relied on 
moments of reflection in which 
Williams would put down his 
horn, bow his head and listen to 
the rich world of tones.
“if/else”
If there was one piece that 
really showcased Williams’ dis-
tinct voice in writing for acous-
tic instruments and electronics 
interacting live, “if/else” was it. 
The five-movement work fea-
tured a myriad of ways in which 
electronics and flute could weave 
in and out of one another, some 
sounds produced still sounding 
like a flute, and others completely 
warped, chopped and screwed to 
create wild, blistering textures 
that bubbled under and over its 
sometimes harsh, sometimes sub-
dued foil. The most exciting part 
about this piece was that so much 
of it was completely random, the 
program deciding what to do 
based on the flute, isolated from 
any infusion of past experience or 
emotion. While based in coding 
logic, the music generated seemed 
to defy just that, offering an expe-
rience that constantly surprised 
me and got me thinking about 
the complexity of sounds that can 
occur within a matter of seconds.
“The Bells”
This recitation of Edgar 
Allan Poe’s poem of the same 
name had Williams performing 





The Improvisation Group of 
Lawrence University (IGLU) is 
an ensemble run by Instructor of 
Music Matt Turner. The ensem-
ble, which currently has over 
20 members, includes strings, 
winds, brass, percussion, vocals, 
electronics, piano and melodica. 
Some members participate on 
more than one instrument. On 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 8 p.m. in 
Harper Hall, IGLU improvised to 
two silent films: “Cops,” directed 
and written by Buster Keaton and 
Edward Cline, and “Wurld,” direct-
ed by Elfin Saddle, Emi Honda and 
Jordan McKenzie. 
At their weekly meetings, 
IGLU had watched both films 
ahead of time and planned some 
of their big musical moments, but 
everything else in their perfor-
mance was improvised. Thus, no 
music stands sat on the Harper 
Hall stage on Wednesday night. 
Instead, the ensemble sat in chairs 
on the stage set up in a V forma-
tion facing a screen. This setup 
served a practical function since it 
allowed members of the ensemble 
to be able to watch the films as 
they played; it also symbolically 
placed an emphasis on the fin-
ished product of the improvised 
music and the films. The darken-
ing of the stage lights at the start 
of IGLU’s performance served to 
heighten this emphasis.
The first film, “Cops,” was 
originally a silent film, which had 
its own score played live during 
its premiere. IGLU created their 
own score, however, tailoring 
their improvised responses to the 
visual stimuli. The protagonist in 
the movie, Keaton (as himself), 
tries to impress a girl that he likes 
by making some money by what-
ever means necessary. Piano, gui-
tar, percussion and vocals set the 
stage sonically for the beginning 
of the film, where Keaton resolves 
to make something of himself. He 
eventually ends up hauling furni-
ture across town with a poor old 
horse and winds up in the middle 
of a police parade.  
IGLU’s music expertly con-
veyed the mood for Keaton’s esca-
pades: through clumsy runs and 
other gestures, they highlighted 
Keaton’s idiocy. The ensemble 
showed restraint and skill by 
abstaining from playing every-
thing at once; members let oth-
ers play sections on their own 
without adding too many layers. 
Yet, when the time came to create 
a group crescendo, everyone in 
IGLU committed, creating a wave 
of escalating sound as Keaton 
hurled a bomb that was thrown 
into his furniture carriage straight 
into the crowd of the parade, set-
ting all of the policeman after him 
for the rest of the movie. An epic 
chase ensued, culminating with 
a final comic punctuation by the 
IGLU musicians.
The second film, “Wurld,” 
began much more mysterious-
ly. This movie had an original 
soundtrack that was muted for 
IGLU’s performance purposes. 
The opening is a blur of some 
background that viewers cannot 
immediately identify—it appears 
to be carpet or static, and then the 
scene slowly transitions into dirt. 
IGLU created an ethereal back-
ground via percussion and elec-
tronics as the setting of “Wurld” 
was revealed: the film takes 
place in a fairy garden created 
in a plant pot, which is a micro-
cosm of our world. The world of 
this pot transforms from simple 
garden to civilization with ran-
dom objects standing for places 
and people. The music IGLU cre-
ated for the beginning of the film 
was benign and calming, but as 
civilization progressed, the music 
became darker. Vocals and strings 
moaned, and other gritty noises 
resulted from the ensemble. The 
soundtrack exuded horror in one 
scene where an obvious throne is 
set up, with members of the soci-
ety gathered around it, and some 
unidentifiable black matter falls 
upon the throne and knocks over 
the crown. The world eventually 
turns gaudy, then industrial, and 
trash begins to cover the ground. 
IGLU’s music coalesced into a 
painful cacophony of sounds as 
nature was eventually destroyed 
by the society’s metal objects, and 
a giant television takes the stage 
where members of the society 
watch. The last shots of the film 
zoom in on the television, which 
shows only static, underlined by 
the sound of a continuous cymbal. 
The film ends with the same shots 
of static with which it began; only 
now, however, do we recognize it 
as menacing.
The audience applauded 
gratefully to conclude IGLU’s 
superb performance. Each of the 
ensemble members’ dedication 
and sensitivity in music-making 
paid off, for the group was at 
once cohesive and pliable, able 
to explore new ideas on a whim 
as well as stick to a general plan. 
IGLU showcased a wonderful 
merging of two arts—music and 
film—and further illustrated the 
fruits of improvisation. For more 
information about joining IGLU, 
please contact Instructor of Music 
Matt Turner. To find out about 
IGLU’s upcoming performances, 
please refer to the Lawrence 
University Event Calendar online.
    McKenzie Fetters
     Staff Writer 
_________________________
Silent films gain new soundtracks
Improvisation Group of Lawrence University performs to silent film in the Cinema.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.
accompanied (and sometimes 
drowned out) by heavy electron-
ics and field recordings of vari-
ous bells. Despite having bells 
and voice move throughout via 
quadraphonic speakers, the atmo-
sphere evolved subtly, interacting 
with the live reading smoothly. 
The music heightened the somber, 
unsettling feeling emanating from 
the words, solidifying Poe’s art 
and taking it to new places.
“Rock Steady”
The first composition in the 
recital without the presence of 
electronics, this solo for alto saxo-
phone still maintained Williams’ 
knack for investigating the cre-
vasses between sounds and using 
them in musical ways. The piece 
was strenuous and filled to the 
brim, and it was an unexpected but 
exhilarating programming choice 
to wedge it between the spacey 
eeriness of “The Bells” and the 
simmering power of “Utterings.” 
This piece worked well in its 
place, throwing the audience for 
a loop and giving the program a 
spike right in the its middle.
“Utterings”
This work of fixed media for 
quadraphonic speakers was one 
of the more concrete yet elusive 
pieces I have heard—both in the 
concert and in general; “concrete” 
because I so intensely heard and 
felt the sounds all around me, 
often instigating strong visuals 
behind closed eyes and “elusive” 
because I am having trouble recall-
ing what I heard and saw, and how 
exactly it made me feel. However, 
my awareness of the sensations I 
experienced while in the moment 
are as strong as ever, their linger-
ing effects are something I value 
more than remembering the spe-
cific sensations themselves.
“A Mother’s Love”
A world premiere closed the 
concert on a heavy note, rooted 
in history just as much as it is in 
the present. Sixth-year Keira Jett 
commissioned the work, which 
consisted of four poems—all by 
African American women involved 
in the Abolitionist Movement—
set to music by Williams that she 
chose. Jett, a mezzo-soprano, was 
accompanied by clarinet, violin, 
cello and piano; this composi-
tion was one where Williams had 
written more vertically, using har-
monies and experimenting with 
the way certain voices sounded 
together, all bending and evolving 
to meet each other on a common 
ground. While the preceding five 
compositions provoked thought 
about sound, “A Mother’s Love” 
also provoked thought about the 
past, present and future worlds, 
hopefully leaving everyone in the 
audience with something to take 
home. But since nearly all art is 
giving, I can only hope that the 
listeners on Sunday night gave, or 
will give, back.
Performers in Evan Williams’ recital stand onstage in Harper Hall.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.
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There are a plethora of recit-
als that happen at Lawrence. 
Conservatory students, chamber 
groups and faculty all give recitals 
showcasing their abilities; recit-
als are a huge component of the 
music degree here at Lawrence. 
Every so often, instrumental stu-
dios give a recital. These usually 
include various members of that 
studio performing repertoire that 
they have been working on, and 
then maybe a group piece at the 
end. One studio that has started 
to put on consistent recitals is the 
Classical Guitar Studio, which gave 
a great recital this past Sunday. 
The guitar studio is a rela-
tively small one; only five gui-
tarists played in the recital. 
Freshman Alex Layton opened 
with etudes 1-3 from Afro-Cuban 
composer and classical guitarist 
Leo Brouwer’s “Etudes Simples,” 
and then a beautiful piece titled 
“Lagrima,” composed by Francisco 
Tarrega. The next piece was per-
formed by junior Rick Kubly. The 
piece that he performed, “Prelude” 
from Lute Suite No. 2 BWV 997 by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, was not 
only very technical, but incred-
ibly musical and dynamic. After 
Kubly finished the Bach to heavy 
applause, senior Jack Kilkelly-
Schmidt took the stage, play-
ing two movements from Frank 
Martin’s “Quatre Pièces Brèves” 
—the second and third. These 
two pieces, especially the third 
movement, “Plainte,” were very 
thematic, often containing quarter 
note strums and runs down the 
fretboard, before returning to the 
main theme of the piece. 
The next piece on the pro-
gram was titled “Rondo,” com-
posed by Spanish classical guitar-
ist Fernando Sor and performed 
by freshman Alex Ruffolo. This 
piece seemed to be one of the 
most technical pieces on the 
program, and Ruffolo definitely 
stepped up to the challenge, hit-
ting the contrasting dynamics and 
runs of the piece with ease. When 
Ruffolo finished performing, 
Kubly took the stage once more to 
play two movements, “Allegretto 
and Lento,” from “Sonatina,” 
composed by British composer 
Sir Lennox Berkeley. Once again, 
these showed off Kubly’s tech-
nique and dynamic control on the 
guitar. 
The next piece performed 
was a guitar and harp duet com-
posed by Gary Schocker, called 
“Elysian.” The performers listed 
on the program were “Alex Gomez 
and guest,” whom senior Gomez 
introduced as “my friend Lily” 
—senior Lily Atkinson. I found, 
while listening, that the timbre of 
the guitar and harp blended very 
smoothly together, in a very sooth-
ing and elegant duet. After the 
duet concluded, Gomez remained 
onstage to play “En Los Trigales,” 
composed by Joaquin Rodrigo. 
This piece was reminiscent of fla-
menco guitar, and contained all 
the intricate strumming, runs and 
instrumentation required by the 
style.
The final two pieces were 
from Astor Piazolla’s “History 
of the Tango,” titled “Cafe” and 
“Bordel.” Ruffolo took the stage 
and was joined by flutist Hannah 
Tobias. I had previously heard 
“Cafe” a number of times—the 
trumpet rendition, specifical-
ly. The flute added tremendous 
musical value to the performance, 
and this choice (since Piazolla is 
well-known for writing for guitar) 
was a good addition to the pro-
gram. Overall, this was an enjoy-
able and classy recital from the 
Classical Guitar Studio, with music 
programmed to showcase each 
player’s ability. 
On Feb. 15, touring perfor-
mance artist and slam poet Ebony 
Stewart performed for an intimate 
crowd in the Mead Witter Room 
in Warch Campus Center. The 
reading, sponsored by the Events 
Planning & Organizing Committee 
(EPOC) and Slam Poetry Club, 
began with Stewart telling the 
crowd that she expected them 
to interact and respond to her 
poetry. This statement garnered 
laughter from the crowd and 
made everyone feel comfortable 
with one another. After some com-
mentary from the crowd, Stewart 
launched into her set.
Throughout her time on 
stage, Stewart highlighted many 
aspects of her life through her 
poetry, including the history of 
her name, growing up without 
a father, experiences as a grade 
school sex education  teacher and 
different flirting/pick up lines she 
has heard. Stewart’s passion was 
evident while performing; her 
animated hand gestures and the 
raw emotion in her voice made 
the audience feel as if they were 
also enduring her hardships. 
While her poetry gave all in atten-
dance a penetrating look at her 
life and experiences as an African 
American woman, Stewart’s per-
sonality really shone through in 
between her poems.
After delivering her first 
poem (an honest look at gen-
der, innocence, family and OCD), 
Stewart talked to the crowd. 
The key part of this was that she 
talked to the crowd, not at them. 
Stewart’s warmth and humor 
filled the room as she discussed 
everything from the new movie 
“Black Panther” to various stu-
dents’ majors, which she asked 
them to freely shout out. This 
back and forth between perform-
er and attendees was incredibly 
refreshing; most of the audience 
members were students inter-
ested in some sort of perform-
ing art, and here was an artist 
directly engaging with them. After 
each poem, Stewart continually 
immersed herself in the lives of 
the Lawrentians in attendance. 
She strategically asked questions 
that led into the topics of her 
next poems, allowing the audience 
time to recall their own similar 
experiences and empathize with 
Stewart’s ordeals. 
Stewart’s poetry gave a tan-
talizing look at life as an African 
American woman and, more 
broadly, life in general. While not 
everyone could relate to grow-
ing up with an absent father, all 
audience members could easily 
understand the humor and awk-
wardness of the different pick 
up lines she recited. After ending 
her set and thanking everyone, 
Stewart opened up the stage for 
anyone to perform their own piec-
es. Numerous Lawrentians recited 
their own works, some empow-
ering while others heartbreak-
ing. One student even took to the 
piano and played an original song 
he wrote himself. Throughout all 
these pieces, Stewart acted as 
each student’s number one fan. 
She introduced them and led the 
thunderous applause afterward, 





Poet Ebony Stewart performs in the Mead Witter Room.
Photo by Nidi Garcia.
    Wendell Leafstedt
     Staff Writer 
__________________________
Last weekend, Lawrence’s 
Department of Theatre Arts pre-
sented “The Tempest,” by William 
Shakespeare. The department 
gave four well-attended perfor-
mances in Cloak Theatre, recre-
ating Shakespeare’s classic with 
a fifteen-person cast and a large 
production staff, led by Lecturer 
of Theatre Arts and alum Aram 
Monisoff ’08.
The most striking aspect 
of the production was the visu-
al design: colorful, atmospheric 
lighting, striking set pieces and 
interesting musical choices sup-
ported all of the choreographed 
interactions and dances. The cos-
tumes were shiny but realistic, full 
of movement and life. At nearly 
every point of the play, you could 
have taken a beautiful still of the 
actors onstage.
The set design was mini-
malistic and added a lot to the 
play. The main set pieces were 
several hexagonal rock pillars 
with a sandy island design on the 
ground. For a play with only a few 
locations, the variety of moods, 
atmospheres and colors produced 
onstage was impressive.
The actors played their roles 
convincingly and confidently. 
More than anything else, they 
brought out the humor and light-
ness of the play. There were many 
hilarious jokes and scenarios 
which contrasted with the darker, 
more serious scenes. Standout 
performances were given by soph-
omore Caro Granner as Prospero, 
sophomore Cristina Sada Segovia 
as Ariel, fifth-year senior Zoey Lin 
as Trinculo and sophomore Haley 
Stevens as Gonzalo. 
All of this distracted me 
decently well from the fact that 
I had no idea what was going 
on. I wish I had read the plot 
of “The Tempest” before I saw 
this production, because, for all 
my enjoyment of the spectacular 
production quality, I was lost. It 
was difficult to understand the 
roles of many characters and the 
significance of some big moments. 
But this was less of an issue for 
“The Tempest,” with all of its mag-
ical and surreal elements, than it 
might have been for a different 
production.
In this production, music 
was frequently used in interest-
ing ways. Sada Segovia played the 
guitar to lend an extra emotional 
power to her character, Ariel’s, 
songs. Music from 20th century 
composer Philip Glass’s opera 
“Einstein on the Beach” played 
during traditions between the 
acts and occasionally was used as 
background music to enhance a 
dramatic monologue. 
I thought that this produc-
tion of “The Tempest,” despite 
my confusion, was beautiful and 
funny, and it makes me excited 
for the Department of Theatre 
Arts’ spring production, “Love 
and Information” by British play-
wright Caryl Churchill.
Department of Theater Arts 
presents “The Tempest”
Cast members of “The Termpest” onstage in Cloak Theater.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
The Historical Importance of the 
Obama Portraits
Portraits of former President Barack and First Lady Michelle Obama were unveiled on Feb. 12, des-
tined for the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery. The uniquely colorful paintings represent a shift 
from previous presidential and First Lady portraits. The Obamas chose Kehinde Wiley and Amy Sherald 
to create their likenesses. Barack’s painting, done by Wiley, renders the former president sitting, against 
lush green leaves and various flora that extend into the foreground. The first lady, as painted by Sherald, 
is shown in black and white against a light blue background in a dress with geometric details. Wiley and 
Sherald are the first African American artists to create works for the National Portrait Gallery. 
Wiley is a widely celebrated artist who rose to fame through his juxtaposition of anonymous black 
subjects and traditional Western artistic aesthetic. He is arguably the most prominent contemporary 
black artist. By contrast, Sherald was relatively unknown outside of the art world until Michelle’s 
portrait thrust her into the national spotlight. Both artists tackle themes of race and social justice and 
attempt to diverge from accepted historical ideas and racial representations. Sherald works to represent 
African Americans differently from the presiding historical narrative through her use of color. Wiley 
strives to “quote historical sources and position young black men within the field of power.” Though the 
artists have unique styles, they are both trying to rework ideas about black portraiture. 
Wiley’s portrait initially received backlash related to the artist’s previous portrayals of black 
women holding the decapitated heads of white women. The paintings reference European Renaissance 
portrayals of Judith Beheading Holofernes and comment on reclaiming power from the oppressor. Some 
people responded negatively to the artist due to these previous works, feeling that Wiley was not suited 
to painting a presidential portrait. In fact, the iconography of Judith Beheading Holofernes has always 
been controversial. One of the most famous representations, by Artemisia Gentileschi, was a depiction 
of the artist’s rage against her mentor and rapist. The piece and Wiley’s depictions are no different; they 
both function as metaphors for a reclamation of lost power. 
Sherald’s painting was also critiqued for placing more emphasis on the first lady’s dress in the com-
position. However, this deliberate choice represents Michelle’s famous fashion sense, but, perhaps more 
importantly, it captures quilting patterns, which are “a huge part of black culture,” according to Sherald. 
It seems fitting that our first black President and First Lady were painted by the first black artists to 
be featured in the National Portrait Gallery. It is a powerful symbol of commemorating black excellence, 
especially given the present circumstances. President Trump stands in stark contrast to the Obama 
administration for many reasons, but most applicably, in his lack of action relating to racial issues and 
thinly veiled action against people of color, such as the travel ban against majority Arab countries. In 
these trying times, it is heartening to know that these powerful portraits will grace the walls of the 
National Portrait Gallery as symbols of dismantling white privilege.
How was your Valentines 
Day? I heard many complaints 
from students about the anti-cli-
matic falling of such a holiday on a 
Wednesday of all days, the booked 
reservations at restaurants, the 
pressure to find someone or have 
someone to share the day with, 
the lack of matching shoes with 
their perfect date night dress, etc. 
I could do a whole article on the 
stigma surrounding this holiday, 
as well as the horrible tendency 
of our culture to try to commodify 
something so indescribably won-
derful as love and what it means 
and how people should act if they 
are “truly in love.” But what I want 
to talk about has nothing to do 
with that…or does it? 
The truly terrifying aspect of 
a culture, when looking at trying 
to change some piece of it, is when 
you see how interconnected every 
part of it is. That just makes it so 
much harder to try to create any 
type of permanent change. I real-
ized just now that cultural percep-
tions of love, what it is, how and 
when we should feel it, what it 
feels like and who we should give 
and receive this emotion from, is 
an extremely powerful tool. For 
example: Valentines Day. The con-
sumer culture has taken it upon 
itself to use media outlets to com-
modify just about every aspect of 
the average American’s life -- and 
can we blame them? How else 
can a family-run business expect 
to sell their homemade shoes if 
they do not try to reach out to the 
public and sympathize with them, 
telling them they know their daily 
struggles and that this pair of 
shoes, with it’s sturdy but fashion-
able design, as well as economical 
price, is exactly what they need. 
But when did we cross the line? 
When did the American society 
stop thinking for themselves and 
start letting the voices on their 
televisions speak for them? 
“Come on down and get the 
sparkling diamonds that will 
really tell her you love her!” pro-
claims one commercial, while an 
that online ad says, “Spending too 
much time away with work? Tell 
her you are still always thinking 
of her!” strongly pushes sending a 
$200 bouquet, the only true dec-
laration of love. What do these 
advertisements tell people about 
how they should define love? You 
may see commercials as annoying 
clips to skip over, but whether 
you pay direct attention or not, 
they do influence your life. The 
American lifestyle pushes spend-
ing ridiculous amounts of money 
(in a mainly middle class soci-
ety that already lives in this tax 
bracket solely because they can 
put their new commodities “on 
credit”) as the only way to proving 
feelings of love. And if you need 
to keep working and cannot ask 
off to get dinner with your special 
someone, then send them some 
flowers! Because obviously what 
they want most is a computer-
generated note printed on a beau-
tiful card with some lovely flow-
ers, not the joy of your presence 
or just being able to talk with you. 
The pressure surrounding 
Valentines Day, even the memes 
I see online saying, “I’m going to 
be at home alone Valentines Day 
with my Netflix and my pizza and 
ice cream and I do not give a f*ck,” 
have an underlying sense of inse-
curity. It’s as if they can only find 
some kind of solace about being 
alone on a day like this by mak-
ing fun of their situation, because 
the outside pressure makes it 
seem like being alone means that 
there is something wrong with 
them. How messed up is that? 
Love is something wonderful, 
indescribably vast and mysterious 
and comes in infinite forms that 
should not be trapped into a few 
stereotypes surrounding a certain 
heart-shaped box of candy. I carry 
a love for my family, a love for my 
friends, a love for my significant 
other and (as hard as it can be 
sometimes) a love for myself. All 
these variations of this one feeling 
are so diverse in how they affect 
my love and to whom I express it 
that they can never be concentrat-
ed into the ideas society wishes to 
put into my head. As I think more 
and more about love and how it is 
portrayed in todays society, I have 
come to the realization that love, 
this vague, mysterious feeling, 
that dictionary.com pitifully tries 
to encompass as “a profoundly 
tender, passionate affection for 
another person,” is the solution to 
the ambivalence swallowing up so 
many people around me. I think 
there is a point to be made in the 
falling of such a horrible shooting 
on this specific holiday.  
 I could talk to you all (as 
I had originally intended) about 
the devastating effects of becom-
ing desensitized to violence and 
shootings like this and what that 
kind of lack of emotion, that emp-
tiness instead of sympathy, that 
gross lack of shock, can lead to. I 
looked around me on Wednesday 
and saw a world rolling right on 
by, with greedy media outlets 
eager to get the latest informa-
tion as they exploited this horrific 
event and people scrolling past in 
their news feeds without much 
of a second thought. Maybe the 
ambivalence, the lack of decisive-
ness, the “trouble with the curve,” 
troubling so many people as they 
leave college and enter the work-
force today is because after letting 
the media around us decide how 
we feel for so long, we are left 
empty with a vague feeling of sad-
ness and wish to define this shoot-
ing as “wrong,” but beyond that we 
do not know what to do. Maybe 
with definitions of love that did 
not originate themselves in com-
modification, people would truly 
be able to express themselves 
and have more agency in defin-
ing their emotional responses to 
events that inspire an emotional 
response within them. Maybe the 
person who committed the atro-
cious acts in Florida’s Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
would not have felt the urge to do 
so if they had felt love moving in 
their life in a different way. Love, 
even just from one person, has the 
powerful effect of giving someone 
validity and someone else to have 
on their side in this world so they 
are not so alone. Maybe all of these 
shooters felt the need to publicly 
display their beliefs because they 
felt alone and unloved. Maybe 
before you declare this shooter 
a horrible person, based on the 
choice facts the media has decided 
to let out, you should try to under-
stand them.
 The only way we can stop 
this terrible kind of violence, this 
horrible and long overdue indi-
cator from society that there is 
something definitely wrong with 
our way of living if it is causing 
these violent outbursts so fre-
quently, is by trying to understand 
it and in doing so, loving a little 
more. 
The author of this article 
wishes to send her most heartfelt 
condolences to the families and 
friends of all affected by the shoot-
ing last Wednesday, and to let them 
know they are not alone in their 





This is not about Valentine’s Day (yes it is)
I recently looked up the defi-
nition of prejudice on Merriam-
Webster in order to write this 
piece. I was originally going to 
contrast oppression and preju-
dice. But upon reading the defini-
tion, I realized that there was a 
much more pressing matter that 
needed to be discussed. The first 
definition reads as follows: “injury 
or damage resulting from some 
judgment or action of another in 
disregard of one’s rights; espe-
cially : detriment to one’s legal 
rights or claims.” The second 
which reads a little bit differently: 
“preconceived judgment or opin-
ion, an adverse opinion or lean-
ing formed without just grounds 
or before sufficient knowledge.” 
This forms the very foundation 
of a problem that needs to be 
addressed: what prejudice actu-
ally means.
Something that has been brew-
ing for a while in our society is 
the notion that people of the 
currently dominant groups are 
being judged unfairly. Men often 
express this when women make 
comments about their group in 
general, which spurred people to 
cry “not all men” and white people 
have done this many times, call-
ing it “reverse racism.” All of this 
draws from a conception of the 
second definition, that prejudice 
is a “preconceived judgment” that 
is “formed without just grounds.” 
Many people feel as though they 
are judged unfairly based on their 
affiliation with a certain group, 
even if that group is recognized 
as privileged. If I walk into a room 
full of black people who are dis-
cussing the Black Lives Matter 
movement or their civil rights and 
I am met with suspicion, I might 
assume that it is because I am 
white. I offered nothing but my 
skin tone and so I might decide to 
call that prejudice, but here’s the 
problem: we have forgotten a key 
piece in all of this: context.
Wherever you find yourself on 
the scale of opinions, we can all 
reasonably agree that people of 
color are treated unfairly in the 
United States. Even white people 
who insist that racism is over, 
when asked if they would be fine 
waking up as a black person, will 
say “no,” which demonstrates at 
least a basic understanding of 
the hierarchy that has been cre-
ated. These different hierarchies 
were created mostly by prejudice 
towards different groups of peo-
ple, which turned into the justifi-
cation of oppressive systems. This 
is where the key to the definition 
of prejudice comes in --when these 
prejudices developed, there really 
was a lack of sufficient knowledge. 
“Scientists” would proclaim that 
the people they encountered were 
“savages,” failing to realize the 
hypocrisy in their assessments 
and that other ways of living 
could be just as valid. Men would 
also judge women as weak and 
fragile without complete infor-
mation about what women could 
do. These things are prejudices 
because they happened without 
knowledge. 
Now, back to my example. 
Individually, my motives and 
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HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
Sexual assault is an epidemic 
facing all corners of our society. 
Before the “Me Too” movement, 
much of the national conversation 
about the crisis centered on rape 
culture on college campuses. 
This centrality of discourse 
led to Lawrence and its institu-
tional peers to make a number 
of reforms when it came to how 
they adjudicate these issues. 
Lawrence’s updated Sexual 
Misconduct Policy, available on 
the Lawrence University website, 
is one product of this work. 
The updated policies and 
other reforms were possible 
because of brave students and 
faculty who worked together to 
protect their peers and students. 
While many great gains have been 
made by student organizations 
and individuals on this campus, 
problems with our institution, 
its policy and student behavior 
persist. Recently, a trusted cam-
pus community member shared 
with me something they felt was 
a major issue in the current pol-
icy. In the current policy, under 
the heading “Complaint Process 
Procedures” one paragraph begins 
“The Lawrence University Title IX 
Coordinator has the authority to 
initiate an investigation based on 
allegations of discrimination, pro-
hibited by Title IX, even absent 
the filing of a formal grievance, or 
after its subsequent withdrawal.” 
This means that a survivor, whose 
agency has already been stripped 
away by a perpetrator, may have 
that agency taken away yet again 
by whomever may be serving as 
Title IX coordinator at the time.  I 
do not write this article because 
I have reason to think our cur-
rent coordinator, Kimberly Jones, 
is doing anything like this. On the 
contrary, I have heard her praised 
by some of our survivor peers.
 That being said, I think that 
if we are serious about breaking 
down rape culture, then it starts 
with its institutional echoes in our 
policy. We should never be regu-
lating the facility for any person 
to take agency from a survivor. As 
a community, our policy should 
be to listen to survivors, provide 
support and validation and work 
as hard as possible to make this 
place the home it is supposed 
to be again. If a survivor doesn’t 
want to pursue a complaint, then 
the university who they are pay-
ing for their education should ask 
how they could help instead of 
forcing a victim’s hand. 
The policy does go on to 
specify that “In such a circum-
stance, the University Title IX 
Coordinator will take all rea-
sonable steps to investigate and 
respond to the matter in a manner 
that is informed by the complain-
ant’s articulated concerns.” But 
one must remember that this is a 
policy written by a committee, so 
those against this statute proba-
bly asked for this kind of language 
as a concession. This clause does 
nothing to limit this authority and 
only offers a conciliatory prom-
ise of “reasonability,” which may 
beg the idea that some survivors 
wishes as to how their case should 
be handled are not reasonable. In 
reality, what is unreasonable is 
for Lawrence to claim it wants to 
help and support survivors, when 
it can’t even guarantee them any 
control if they come forward for 
help. Many serious incidences 
of sexual misconduct are never 
reported and I fear that policies 
like this do little to assure sur-
vivors that they are going to be 
supported. 
Those two quotations are all 
of what the policy says on this 
matter. There is no missing con-
text here. This policy must be 
changed and I think as an institu-
tion it must be determined how 
and why this policy came to be. I 
could wax poetic about conspira-
torial ideas that explain why this 
exists.  I am sure some of you read-
ing this may have already come to 
you own conclusions about what 
reasoning led to such a problem-
atic policy. The truth is, we can’t 
know because this process was 
not transparent enough. If facul-
ty committees continue to make 
decisions against the interests of 
the student body, then students 
must demand more oversight. 
This policy needs to change; our 
community needs to change. In 
this context, the survivor should 
be everyone’s first concern. If you 
disagree, I think you should take a 
grave look at what you value and 
why. As a community, let’s vow 
not to strip survivors of agency 
and instead find a way to teach 
people to honor a person’s right 
to self determination of their body 
and life in the first place.
Guess what? It is still the 
Olympics so I am still going to 
talk about them! Welcome to your 
weekly Olympic coverage where 
I share my opinion on the most 
memorable and controversial 
moments in the Olympics. There 
has not been a back-to-back gold 
medalist in men’s figure skating 
since the infamous Richard Totten 
“Dick” Button at St. Moritz in 1948 
and Oslo in 1952. The first man to 
land a double axel in competition, 
as well as the first triple jump of 
any kind, Button reinvented the 
sport of figure skating. His influ-
ence as a two-time Olympic cham-
pion and five-time World champi-
on put figure skating into the spot-
light as a constantly evolving and 
growing sport. In Pyeongchang on 
Feb. 17, Yuzuru Hanyu of Japan 
became the first person to match 
Button’s Olympic record. Hanyu 
was the favorite to win the gold 
in Pyeongchang after amassing 
hundreds of thousands of fans 
since his Olympic debut and gold 
medal winning performance in 
Sochi. What made Hanyu’s win 
even more astounding was the 
injury he sustained to his ankle 
before the Winter Olympics. While 
training a quad-jump, Hanyu tore 
a ligament in his right ankle in 
Nov. 2017, just months before 
the Olympics. His first competi-
tion since that injury would be 
this year’s Olympic Games. He had 
been training his triple axel jump 
for just three weeks leading up 
to the competition and his quad 
jumps only two weeks prior to the 
Olympics. Yet he managed to com-
plete near flawless short and free 
skates when he needed it most, 
landing his quad jumps perfectly 
on a not-yet-healed ankle. In my 
opinion, his prowess in the sport 
as a two-time Olympic and World 
champion makes Japan the best 
figure skating country of all time. 
With his teammate Shoma Uno 
winning silver in the same compe-
tition and skaters like Mao Asada 
and Miki Ando commanding the 
stage in previous years, Japan is 
truly a figure skating powerhouse, 
more so than Russia. In fact, at 
this Olympics, both male Olympic 
athletes from Russia faltered 
immensely in their programs and 
the only reason the OAR won the 
silver in the team competition was 
Alina Zagitova’s ridiculously high 
scoring skate as well as Russia’s 
historically superior pairs and ice 
dance competitors. But Japan pro-
duces the best single skaters the 
world has ever seen by far. In fact, 
the depth of the Japanese team is 
so great that the pool of people 
they could have chosen for the 
Olympics could have supported 
two different teams. The youthful 
talent and skill exercised in the 
Japanese competitions showcases 
a new generation of figure skat-
ing talent, all of which is actively 
encouraged by such incredible 
skating talents as Hanyu, Uno, 
Asada and Ando. It is my opinion 
that because of these amazing, 
influential and powerful skat-
ers, Japan will soon overtake the 
Canadian and Russian dominance 
that the sport has lived under 
for decades. Hanyu in particular 
has racked up a fan base that 
includes practically the entire 
country of Japan. His performance 
in Pyeongchang may as well have 
been a home game, considering 
the entire arena was blanketed 
with Japanese flags and fans from 
Japan came to support him and his 
team in Korea. In short, Japan win-
ning both gold and silver in men’s 
figure skating in Pyeongchang is 
proof of the mastery and ascen-
dancy of Japanese figure skating 
and the country’s command is 
only going to rise from here. Who 
knows, we may see Hanyu go for 
three consecutive Olympic gold 
medals in Beijing in 2022. 
 Jonathan Rubin
 Op-Ed Editor Emeritus
______________________




Lawrence’s sexual assault policy
I came on my recruiting visit to 
Lawrence in March. It was spring 
break; in the early moments of the 
spring thaw, but campus was still 
grey and bleary. Campus was also 
empty and still, and mostly quiet, 
save for the cars passing on College 
Avenue. In this vacated, mostly 
dead state, all the doors were 
locked, so when the football coach 
who showed me around came to 
the Wellness Center he was aptly 
denied access; he assured me 
though that it had a “sweet weight 
room,” and there was more than 
enough equipment to always be 
able to get a good work out in. I 
didn’t say it out loud, but that was 
an important factor in picking out 
a school; where was I going to get 
a sweet pump and flex in the mir-
ror? It was not just the promise of 
a weight room that sold me, but 
that compounded with the prom-
ise of a free YMCA membership 
and full access to the weight room 
at Alexander Gymnasium, fit with 
a litany of lifting platforms, long 
open stretches of turf, and large, 
heavy looking things everywhere. 
Doing the calculations in my head, 
I couldn’t imagine a single work-
out that I could not do, given the 
abundance of resources and ven-
ues. 
I was right. However, what I 
didn’t realize at the time was that 
going about utilizing all of these 
resources—the YMCA, the weight 
room at Alex, and the Wellness 
Center—was, at best an awkward 
and inconvenient process. They 
all provide something valuable, 
but none of them were convenient 
answers, provide-everything 
answers.
What I came to learn was 
that the “sweet weight room” at 
the Wellness Center is not that 
sweet. It has dumbbells, but not 
nearly a wide enough range of 
weights, and there is not a single 
plate, EZ bar, of lifting platform. 
There is only a slew of random 
machines—there was a leg curl 
machine, but whatever am I to 
do for leg extensions? It is hardly 
more than a nice, but not amazing, 
hotel weight room at best. This is 
not to mention the occasions in 
which I’ve found myself following 
the swim team down to the locker 
room, them changing for practice 
and me for a casual workout, and 
stuck being the one awkward out-
sider violating the boundary of 
an athletic team’s sacred personal 
space. But on the other hand… 
nice Speedo, bro.
The weight room at Alex is 
the most ideal place for actually 
bolstering performance for var-
sity athletes on campus. It is large 
enough that entire teams, and 
even multiple teams, can be in 
there at once. It is also advanced 
enough that even the strongest 
offensive lineman is adequately 
challenged. But Alex is not really 
meant for normal students. If you 
were to be, say, in the spirit of 
trying some causal or commer-
cial style routines, you could cer-
tainly satisfy your needs at Alex. 
That is, of course, if you are a) 
willing to find a way across the 
river, b) going at a time when it is 
unlocked, c) going at a time when 
another sports team is not lifting, 
and d) going with a partner. With 
some creativity and a willingness 
to compromise some of your exer-
cise preferences for others, the 
weight room at Alex is a perfectly 
suitable place to get your work-
outs in, in theory. It lacks many 
of the machines that the Wellness 
Center or the YMCA offer, and if 
you want to do some light cardio, 
like the treadmill, you can forget 
about it. But can still hit every 
major exercise movement. There 
are plenty of bands, which are a 
versatile tool that can do near-
ly any exercise you might need 
them for and are great substitute 
for many machine exercises, but 
they just are not the same. Seeing 
plates of iron translated through 
space at the will of your sleeve-
busting muscles is pretty hard to 
substitute. Looking in the mirror 
with your ‘grr’ face is a whole lot 
more fun when you aren’t flexing 
a colorful rubber band. In all, if 
you are in the business of trying 
to do some much more traditional, 
commercial exercise routines, or 
are just in the spirit of casually 
working out, you will be better 
off bypassing the whole making a 
date with Coach Zemke ordeal and 
leaving campus to go to the Y.
Ultimately, working out at 
Lawrence is a problem of both 
convenience and community. It is 
entirely inconvenient to try to do 
everything because the exercise 
options at Lawrence are unconsol-
idated. It is a hodgepodge ordeal 
as opposed to a neat, linear one. 
Want commercial lifting? Go to 
the Y. Want yoga? Wellness. Want 
to train to improve athletic perfor-
mance? Alex. Light cardio, track 
workout, swimming? Wellness. 
Track team and swim team team-
lifts? Alex. Playing pickup bas-
ketball with friends? Try the Y, 
unless it’s Saturday morning or 
five o’clock, then go to the Y to 
find that all four courts are com-
pletely occupied, and then go back 
across campus to Wellness. Trying 
to do everything, at least to some 
extent, requires thorough prepa-
ration and organization of your 
time so that you can be at the right 
place, at the right time, and for the 
right workout. 
Furthermore, the fact that not 
everything is perfectly consoli-
dated might actually be damaging 
to the community at Lawrence. 
Athletic teams are, in some sense, 
excluded partly from being con-
nected with non-athletes at 
Lawrence when one the most 
important things we do—train 
and workout—forces us off the 
main campus and either across the 
river or to the YMCA. The gym, or 
workout venues, are a great place 
to meet people, or make friends, 
and Lawrence largely loses those 
opportunities to connect when 
students and athletes in search of 
a workout are dispersed all across 
campus. The unity of Lawrence 
partly suffers when students can’t 
form that unique bond that comes 
with sweating in relatively the 
same area—because there is an 
intrinsic bonding in mutual suf-
fering (which is also a note to 
athletes. Trust is formed through 
the process of going to practice 
and team lifts together. DO NOT 
miss team lifts). 
Lawrence could do a much 
better job of providing exercise 
opportunities to students. One 
answer would be to improve the 
facilities at the Wellness Center 
by adding more weights, lifting 
platforms, and commercial equip-
ment so more experienced lifters 
and athletes will choose to stay on 
campus as opposed to going to the 
YMCA. Perhaps another option 
would be to make Alex more 
accessible to non-athletes, and to 
improve the equipment there so 
that it included more auxiliary and 
cardio options, and a more diverse 
range of commercial equipment. 
Whatever the case, the univer-
sity would be greatly benefited by 
improving the on-campus facili-
ties and consolidating the options 
to make them more convenient 




The inconvenient awkwardness of working out at Lawrence
See page 3
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the black people in the room, 
but chances are they do have a 
deep understanding of whiteness. 
They have “sufficient knowledge” 
about how my privilege operates 
in this world and they have “just 
grounds” to want to protect them-
selves should I decide to wield that 
privilege against them. It applies 
to more than just whiteness, too. 
Women who are suspicious of 
men sufficiently understand the 
odds of men hurting them and 
have just grounds to defend them-
selves. The list goes on and on. 
Here is the intrinsic problem with 
misunderstanding the definition 
of prejudice: it allows people to 
play the victim when situations 
don’t go their way. A white person 
being judged by people of color 
may call prejudice if the ruling 
happens not to be in their favor, 
a man who is passed up for a job 
that is given to a woman instead 
may call prejudice. The problem 
with both of these situations is 
that these are not examples of 
prejudice, especially since our 
prisons are disproportionately 
filled with people of color because 
white people are convicted less 
and women are much more likely 
to be passed up for a great num-
ber of higher earning jobs. Until 
privilege is stripped away and we 
are forced to stand on an even 
playing field, it simply cannot be 
described as “prejudice.”
Defining Prejudice
continued from page 10
To the Editor:
It is important to clarify why “W” courses like Aquatic Ecology are a critical part of a liberal arts edu-
cation. I’m disappointed that I was not contacted about how this course fulfills the writing-intensive cri-
teria prior to publication of the Staff Editorial on Feb. 16, 2018. The first day of Aquatic Ecology entails 
small group work examining a relevant newspaper article.  Groups discuss whether there is a biased 
or neutral tone to the article, identify facts and evidence related to the topic, highlight deductions and 
inferences, and pose additional questions for clarification.  When each group shares their highlights 
with the class, the discussion includes analyzing effective writing styles and techniques, the importance 
of citing sources for factual information, and clearly recognizing inferences that go beyond the evidence 
presented.
Students often have difficulty transferring writing skills between disciplines, and “W” courses across 
the curriculum demonstrate that high quality writing is based on common principles. To help students 
in my class practice these principles, we then shift focus and complete a 2-page critique of a primary 
research article, where they must examine the article’s structure, identify where the main questions are 
found, and critically assess how well the article addresses the questions.  This is followed by progressive-
ly more sophisticated writing assignments concentrating on a field experiment (3-4 pages), a focused 
Results section on class data (4-6 pages) and a longer examination comparing and interpreting data we 
collect from 6 lakes (8-15 pages).  Before each assignment we practice writing techniques (e.g. effec-
tive description of figures, dissecting various sections of published papers), and employ grading rubrics 
demonstrating what is expected for effective writing.  Constructive criticism to be used for revisions is 
provided on individual files, and in grading rubrics.  I believe readers will see that the “W” designation 
is not based on “comparatively lengthier-prose lab reports” but rather on explicit instruction and prac-
tice with writing in the sciences.  My goal is for students to strengthen the basic writing skills they first 
learned in Freshman Studies, and transfer those skills for effective writing in the context of their area of 
interest.  This is why it is important to offer “W” courses in a variety of disciplines.
— Bart De Stasio, Dennis & Charlot Nelson Singleton Professor of Biological Sciences
Letter to the Editor: Clarifying Aquatic Ecology’s 
writing-intensive elements
Armstrong believes that since 
most students live on campus, 
Lawrence is like a second home 
to them. “They need to be able to 
use the computer for relaxation, 
whether it be Netflix or online 
gaming.”
It is easy to get caught up 
in the job, but it is important to 
make things work for faculty, staff 
and students. Armstrong has to 
protect the entire student body 
if someone breaks the rules. 
Armstrong is dedicated to making 
the lives of students better, and 
making sure they have internet 
access. He wants to make sure 
Technology Services is user-
friendly, transparent and focuses 
on security. He believes it is a high 
priority to make things work and 
work well. 
“When things are not work-
ing well, that’s when I hear from 
students,” he joked.
His greatest inspiration is 
family, but more specifically, his 
mother. Armstrong is one of seven 
children, and his mother made 
sure they spent time together and 
received a good education. 
“Most of us graduated in 
a four-year college and if they 
didn’t, are in a good place in life. 
Most of us have leadership roles 
in our perspective jobs. [My mom] 
must have done something right,” 
said Armstrong.
When asked where he sees 
himself five years from now, 
Armstrong responded, “In five 
years I honestly still see myself 
in this job. I do not see myself 
moving into a higher up position 
or in a larger school. It is because 
Lawrence has such a tight com-
munity that I have never seen in 
other schools, and I am pretty 
lucky to be working here.”
Armstrong is a Hidden Figure 
because he genuinely supports 
the wellbeing of students. His con-
tributions in Technology Services 
is something that should not be 
taken for granted.
Hidden Figure: Steve Armstrong
continued from page 7
